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1. I forward herewith a report of a conversation I had
with Abdurraehman Pasha Azzam on the 6th October at his

request,

TTTTTTT

2, I Lave reported his remarks to the best of my ability as
he made them and there will be noticed certain inconsistencies.
For example when speaking of Palestine he thought that the
Mufti, Haj Amin, seriously under-rated the strength and
capability of the Jewish forces, and yet previously he forecast -
that in six months the Arabs would be able to settle the

gquestion,

IR

3, The fact is that Azzam Pasha has very definitely two sides
to his nature. One side, which is usually predominant when
talking to Englishmen, is reasonable and moderate and when. it is-
uppermost he is I believe perfectly sincere.  There is, however,
another side, far more emotional which is apt to take charge

when his feelings are deeply stirred and especially when speaking
to his fellow Arabs., It may be noticed for example that his
utterances in London are far less provocative and more reasonable]
than those he allows himself to make in Egypt. He indeed ad-
mitted to me in the course of conversation that he had to take a
line in the 1iddle East more extreme than he really felt in order
to rally opinion to the Arab League, but that his own ultimate
policy was to move in close parallel with British policy. He
realised he said that it laid him open to criticism but believed
it forthe best in the end. This was his e xplanation of a N
diversity in utterances which I myself believe better explained
by his somewhat volatile and emotional nature,
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4, I am sending a copy of this letter and report of the
interview to the Chief Secretary Palestine, the Embassy Cairo
and to the Yolitical Intelligence Centre.ft £ . -

Michael Wright, Esqg., C.M.G.,
Foreign Office, :
LONDON, S.W. 1.
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" 1., At Azzam Pasha's request I went to see him yesterday |
afternoon (6.10.47) and had a conversation with him lasting two
hours of which the following were the most important points.

2. EGYPT. Azzam Pasha sald he had not had time to see many
people and had not seen Nokrashi since he (Azzam)
came back from London., (He only arrived in Egypt on 3rd Oct.). *
He, therefore, could say nothing as to the course events were
likely to follow, But, he said, he felt the impasse now
reached was an unnatural one, Over the Sudan he would like to
see Great Britain, Egypt and the Sudanese get together, say
exactly what each of themwanted and find a solution which he was
sure would not be too difficult to do. Great Britain had ¢er-
tain interests and claims, the Sudanese wanted to move towards
governing themselves and lgypt wanted to be sure that their water
supply was secure and that developments would not be hampered.
As regzards the question of sovereignty, the Sudan was not ready
for complete autonomy yet, but when they got it the existence of
the crown need not tie them any more than it hampered Canada
or Australia. Besides, was 1 sure that in 20 years' time there
would be a monarchy in Egypt ? He was not. It was probable
that Saiyid Abdurrahman al Mahdi had had ambitions at one time [88
for an independent kingdom but he thought that he was changing. = M
Egypt he maintained needed some sort of alliance with Great B
Britains there was nowhere else they could or wished to turn.
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3. LIBYA, As regards the future of Libya he was not hopeful

of its being granted independence, but he was himself
coming round to the view that perhaps an international trustee- :
ship, administered by one of the smaller powers such as Denmark = §
or Sweden, which had no direct interest in the country would be ST
better for the time being than independence, provided a definite [N
term of say, 10 years was put tothe trusteeship, It would
eliminate chances of bad blood and friction between powers, -
Even an Arab League trasteeship would ke though, impose too great M
a strain on the resources of the League and would tend to land ™
them in conflict with, for example, the French.
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4, PALESTINE. He was depressed about the future in Palestine

and saw no chance of avoiding armed conflict
between Arabs and Jews, He realised that H.M.G. meant to
implement their statement that they were going to withdraw and
that it was not a manoeuvre, (I assured him he was correct in
this). He thought that the line taken in the Colonial
Secretary's speech was a great piece of statesmanship and -wel-
comed it, but what would happen when we had gone ?. The Arabs’
now were anxious to avoid any trouble wW th the British - they
looked on the Jews in Palestine as the possible ehemies. Once

“we had gone he thought that the Jews would at once proclaim a -
state and set up a government: he understood that they had all

their /




their plans ready for this. The proclaimed state might be
over the whole of Palestine or over the part allotted to the
Jewish State in the U.N,S,C.0.P. majority report, Even if it
were only the latter there would be at least half a million
Arabs in the Jewish State, in fact, he believed that if the
Beduin were included in the calculation, there would be found
to be just an Arab majority, There might be Arabs who for
material reasons might be willing to accept this but he did not
believe these reasons would outweigh theilr determination not
to be subjects to a Jewish Statfe. It was not permissible for
any Moslem to accept this. There would be almost immediate
revolt and immediate help sent by other Arab countries, There
would Be no question of any regular forces being sent but
volunteers, arms and money would be sent and the Arab Govern-
ments would connive at and assist their despatch, It would be
Spain over again. e f%ared that pogroms in Arab countries
would be inevitable, The Jews, he thought, if the line they
Lave been following against us 1s pursued, will adopt drastic
messures which will produce reprisals. Ie was frankly
horrified at the prospect of the chaos and bloodshed which
would follow but he believed that if there were no intervention
and unless the Jews recelved a strong amd constant flow of re-
inforcements the Arabs would win in the course of six months or
so.  He had seen Haj Amin who he found was grossly under-
“estimating the strength and capabilities of the Hagana, In
fact he found the Palestine Arabs in a deplorable state of
disunity and without concrete plans, He had taxed Haj Amin
with having been privy to the murder of Samiy Taha, and had
told him that similar incidents between 1937 and 1939 had
blackened the reputation of the Arabs. Haj Amin had denied
any cognisance of the murder but had smitted it might have been
Arabs who committed it. I asked him if the Arabs could not
make some contact with the Jews, even unofficially. He replied
that it was quite useless so long as the Jews stuck to their
claim for a Jewish State, He had himself in London had a talk
with Mr., Eban of the Jewish Agency and another Jew, whose name
he forgot, but they would not abandon their claim to a State.,
He told them that if they would only come into a Palestinian
State in course of time, as bitterness died down, they might
achieve some form of autonomy - even possibly a state in a
federation. The gap between the two sides at present was too
great and he thought nothing could be gained by talks,
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5, GREATER SYRIA, This he maintained was not a burning

question now, Tt had been turned down by

all the Arab States and every fresh declaration by Abdullah
only did Mim harm, I pointed out to him that polemics in- )
dulged in by the heads of States only did harm, If even omne ok
side would refrain from them the question might sink out of
sight, He said that if he got an opening he would do what he
could to persuade the parties concerned to stop the controversy” N

6, ARAB DEAGUE MEETING, The meeting at Beirut would, he sai&;'; 
~ consider ther eport of the political -

meeting and would consider possible action in the future, but
would not, he thought, take any definite steﬁs but would adjourn:

+i11 after the 'Id on the 24th when they might know more of

what was likely to happen at U.N.Os




12, Edwardes Square, W. 8.

16th October, 1947.
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My dear Foreign Secretary,

LI

"7 7 Igat at Qinner. the. other night.next to
"~ Musa BEy, Alami, who runs. the Arab,Information

- _Offiges, and may be presumed .to know.the views
“of “thé Arab league. ~ After: some; ¢ommonplace
conversation, such as that the Arabs would fight
to resist the majority plan, he said "If partition
"comes about, it will have to be on certain
"econditions". . I.pricked up my ears, as this was
"the first time 1 had heard an Apab envisage the
possibility of partition. I said to him that
this seemed to me important, as I had not.
previously found Arabs willing even to discuss
the possibility of partition as a solution. He
did not dissent, but went on to discuss the
conditions he had in mind, which included:

(a) no possibility of the Jews using the Jewish
State as a means of unlimited immigration;

{5 / [LE Oﬂ;aauualaa 1
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(b) an exchange of population on the basis of
one Jew for one Arab, so that as far as
possible there would be no Jews in the Aprab
State and no Arabs in the Jewish State;

(¢) the necessary exchange of land to be such
that it would not give the Jews an excuse
for further immigration.

This dinner took place the night the Russian
views, following the American, became known, and

The Right Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P. Musa/




Musa Bey may have been influenced by their
-decision’ in*favour of partition, But it was
elearly morggthan a persunai via!.,ahﬂ I feel

pro per to' let you know the‘sub tance
eur‘%all;' '

_You¥s“sincerely,

N

(S18ped) TV0R
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12, Edwardes Square, W. 8.
16th October, 1947.

My dear Foreign Secretary,

I sat at dinner the other night next to i

* Musa Bey Alami, who runs the Apab Information *
Ooffices, and may be presumed to know the views
of the Arab lLeague. After some commonplace
conversation, such as that the Arabs would fight
to resist the majority plan, he said "If partition
"eoomes about, it will have to be on certain
"conditions". I pricksd up wmy ears, as this was
the first time I had heard an Arab envisage the
possibility of partition. I said to him that
this scemed to me important, as I had not
previously found Arabs willing even to discuss
the possibility of partition as a solution.  He
did not dissent, but went on to discuss the
conditions he had in mind, which incliuded:

(a) no possibility of the Jews using the Jewish
State as a means of unlimited immigration;

(b) an exchange of population on the basis of
one Jew for one Arab, so that as far as
possible there would be no Jews in the Apradb
State and no Arabs in the Jewish State;
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(c) the necessary exchange of land to be such
that it would not give the Jews an excuse
for further immigration.

This dinner took place the night the Russian
views, rfollowing the American, hecame known, and

The Right Hon. Ernest Bevin, M.P. Musa/




‘Musa Bey may have been influenced by their
decision in favour of partition. But it was
‘clearly more than a personal view, and I feel
it proper to let you know the substance

- of our talk. ) .

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) IVOR THOMAS.
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Mr,‘ieeley,
New York.

PERSONAL AND SECRET

e furstd

I enclose rather belatedly copies of two.

communications from Clayton about the viéws

opinion were, as you will see,‘dptgined before
the Pt went to Beirut. I also enclose a
copy of a letter from Clayton to Wright,
sbout a talk with Azzam.

In addition,.l enclose é copy of a letﬁer
from Ivor Thomas to the Secretary of‘ State
about a talk with Musa el Alami. Ve are
of course intensely interested in any sign of
Arabs being ready to consider partition in |
some modified form. Is any significance

from this point of view to be attached to
Zafruliéﬁ's remarks in the Committee the other
day? As you will have éeen from our
telegrams, we derinitely do not want to
associate ourselves at present with any
compromise proposal, but the more we can get
Arabs or Jews to talk of modifications, the

better.

text of the Colonial.Secretany'g latest speech.
Bu&g*ng_;pem;shg_ngimosﬂ~xenaion,UvE.are not
Fuite' 'happ.y about-.ttwo points in it.(ﬁzis is at
present a departmental view; we have not had
thé Secretary of State's opinion).  One pbint
is where he Z?id: ‘?Witéout,suitable

the/

of the Mufti. These expressions of_h#s*ﬁ@‘%%kj’

"authorities : & transfer respons.;tbi111:32/;:7~
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“"the preaervatibn of institutions . . . would bfymM&L/
"nlma;jor diffievlty". The-seeond-point-is whepe
he said that he hoped that when a policy was
worked out which represented the consensus of.
international<opinion, both parties would
éeSpect it.

We feel that the first of these passages 
might suggest to those who wished to understand
it this way, e.g. especially the Ameficans;
that we would not in fact, when the time came,
face the prospect of léaving a vacuum.. It ié,
however, an 1nescapdble'conclusibn pr our polify
that we should in certain circumstances be ready
to do this, and our willingness to do it is one

of our stréngest cards in'forcing.both Arabs anq

~
~

Jews and other Governments to take a realistic

view of the situation and therefore to make

every efforFAto reach a more or less acceptablé

. cx»¢\aﬁ_ _
compromise em—tire—ome—hand _and,—on—the—other—irayd;

not to vote for a settlement without at thé sanpe

time voting for adequate means of implementing
it. The second passage suggests that we may
~in certain circumstances be asking Jews and Ard&s
to respect a settlement of which we ourselves
disapprove to the point of not participating in
implementing it. This is no doubt fundaﬁentally
'a good democratic attitude of bowing to the wiil
of the majority, but ie feel}that it may be.ratper
difficult to put across in the Middle East withqut

incurring the charge of hypocrisy. These are,

however, comparatively minor points'in a sdatement.

which on the whole shoild have had a metmidy goqd

effect. Please let me know in return what you

have/

NOTHING TO BE WRITTEN

IN THIS MARGIN.
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whether you would like to hear more from us
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than we have been sending hitherto.
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FOREIGN OFFICE, SeWels
(R 9696/49/31) 18th October, 1947.
A SE

Dear Herold,

I enclose rather belatedly copies of two communications
from Clayton about the views of the Murti, These expresalions
of the Mufti's opinion were, as you will see, obtained before
he went to Beirut. I also enclose a copy Of a letter from
Clayton to wright, about a talk with Azzem.

In addition, I enclose a copy of & letter from Ivor Thomas
to the Secretary of State about a talk with Musa el Alami., We
are of courge intensely interested in any sign of Arabs belng
ready to cdonsider partition in some modified form. Is any
signiricance from this point of view to be attached to zafrullah's
remarks in the Committee the other day? As you will have geen
from our telegrams, we definitely do not want to associate
ourselves at present with any compromise proposal, but the more
we can get Arabs or Jews to talk of modifications, the better.

IR RARIARANRARARRA

I have just seen the telegraphed text of the Colonilal
Secretary's latest spsech. Ve are not quite happy about two
pointe in it. (This 1s at present a departmenta view; we have
Rot had the Secretary of State's opinion). One point is where
he paid: "without suitable authorities to negotiate and transfer
responsibility to the preservation of institutionse. . « would
become problems of major difficulty”. The second point is where
he said that he hoped that when a policy was worked out whioh
represented the consensus of international opinion, both parties

gould respect it.

we feel that the first of these passages might 8 st to

those who wished to understand 1t this way, e.ge especially the
Americens, that we would not in fact when the time came, face
the prospect of leaving a vacuum. I% is, however, an inescapable
conclusion of our policy that we ghould 1n gertain circumstances
be ready to do this, and our willingness to do it is one of our
strongest cards in forcing both Arabs and Jews and other
Governments to teke a realistic view of the situation and
therefore to make every effort both to reach a more or less
acoeptable compromise and not to vote for a settlement without
at the same time voting for adequate means of implementing it.
The pecond passage suggests that we may in gertain circumstances
be agsking Jews and Arabs to respect a settlement of whi
ourselves disapprove to the point of not participating in

lementing it. This is no_doubt fundamentally a good demogratic
:aitude of bowing to the will of the ma jority, but we feel that
1t may be rather difficult to put across in the Middle East
without incurring the gharge of hypoorisy. These are, however,
comparatively minor points in a statement which on the whole
should have had a good effect. Please let me know in return what
you have to gritise in our telegrams, or whether you would like
to hear more from us than we have been gending hitherto.

Ye81s / TLE Oiwa '
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Yours ever,

Cgie(’) ﬁ'-‘«t«cv\e( BWS‘ |

H. Beeley, EsQ
* Nov'v York.’
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‘ " BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE,
€ _ar | 16, SHARIA TOLUMBAT,
4ﬂg%&-§:)‘uiig';;' ' CAIRO.

| ¢ 2nd October, 1947.

31/23/11. G.

SECRET.

.’LQW&W,S

An entirely trustworthy source yesterday had a long
interview with the Mufti.

2. The latter began by asking after me, sending his
compliments and saying that he very much wanted to see me.
Source pointed out that it was not possible for me to see him
and the Mufti replied that he realised this and did not want
to embarrass me., He then continued his remarks with the
obvious intention that they should be transmitted to me.

3. He maintained that despite all that had passed he and

his followers in Palestine were not anti~-British though they
were unalterably opposed to the policy which had been pursued
there for the last 30 years., All he asked of us now was that
we should remain neutral and not give support to the Jews.
(This remark seemed to refer chiefly to our attitude at U.N.O.,
and to our general political attitude in the question,

4, If the Arabs established a Palestine State he, for his
part, would be in favour of granting to the Jews now in
Palestine all rights that aliens receive in Great Britain or
U.S.A., That is, any who were already Palestine citizens
would be accepted as full citizens of the new State, Those
still in possession of foreign passports would be treated as
they are in other countries - each case on its merits.

O. He maintained that ever since the war and despite all
that has been happening in Palestine the treatment of Jews in
Arab countries compares very favourably with that accorded to
Jews and other minorities in many countries of the world who
are members of the United Nations Organisation.

6. The Arabs have no quarrel with the peaceful Jewish in-
habitants of Palestine to whom nothing would happen and want
to avoid any clash with the British., They would, however,
tackle the militant Jewish bodies and are convinced that, once
British support was withdrawn from the Zionists, these bodies
would not present a very serious threat.

7. Great Britain in the Middle East had come out of the war
weakened economically and militarily but strong in prestige
but even in Syria and the Lebanon, which are more pro-British
than any other~Arab country feeling would turn against us if

- we continued /

B.A.B. Burrows, Esq.,
Foreign Office, 4
London, S.W. l.
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BRITISH MIDDLE EAST OFFICE,
10, SHARIA TOLUMBAT,
CAIRO.

we continued to support the Zionist case.

8. This attitude of the Mufti, if genuine, represents a
considerable advance from his former one. Source remarked
that he seemed very confident and sure of himself and
obviously thinks that the Arab position is much stronger than
it has been, : |

TTTTTT]

 §

9. As regards the Mufti's messages to me, I receive these
from many sources and invariably make the same reply to my
informant that it is out of the question for me to see him.
It would, however, evidently be guite easy to do so, should
it ever be deemed advisable, without putting myself in the
vosition of making the first move. It would merely be a’
question of waiting for the next advance from him.

TT{TT T T T7

10. I am sending copies of this report to the Embassy in
Cairo and to the Chief Secretary in Jerusalem.

‘}aM o
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[This telegram is of par%icular secrecy and should be
retained by the authorised recipient and not passed on].

Cypher/OTP  CaBINAT DIST.IBULTON.
0 FORZIGN OFFICE.

Mr. Evans De 840 s&e.m. 17th October 1947
No. 7€0 R.11.19 a.m. 17th October 1947

16th October 1947,
Repeated to UK. Delegation New York
Cairo :

| .
im0 caro  E 9713

Bagd&d bt g
Jedda |
Dglascus ) ]

D ‘1‘1T - _ );’ .
SECRL& ) t PN A A ~

~l

Your telegram No. 628; Ex-ifufti.
I spoke to Lebanese Prime .inister as instruected.

9, Riad Pey said he was in full agreement and would
make it his business to see that the ex-lufti's
activities did not create sdded difficulties for Palestine

Governmnent.

%, Riad Bey said he had rcceived the sx-Mufti with

every honour and that in this way he hed succeeded in
cutting the ground from under the feet of the ex-iufti's
extremist followers. The ex~Mufti had every reason .

to be pleased with his reception. Nevertheless it was
noteworthy that he had not attended mectings of the Arab
League nor sany public functions. Furthermore he was under
constant supervision and his movements had been, and would
continue. to be, discreet. Riad Bey added that he had
told Haj Amin that he should take no action without first

consulting him.

4, Spesking of the preject for a provisional Arab
Governient of Palestine which had been discussed by the
Arab Leagus Ceuncil, Riad Bey geid that he had eppesed its
immediste establishment and thet he had teld the ex-Mufti
thet when the time came for the Arab League te set up seume
form of previsienal Gevermaent (please seec paragraph 3 of
my telegram Ne. 753) hs, the sx-Mufti weuld net (repesat net)
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be a member of it. TS

=1
5. I fermed the impressien that the
Lebanese Prime lMiinister was much relieved
that heavier demsnds (whish he Wweuld have
been unsble te accept - please sec my
telegram Ne. 755) hed net been made en him
in cennexien with the ex-Mufti's activities.
He said he would inferm the President, but

ne ene else, of eur cenversatien.

Fereign Office please pass te United
Kingdem Delegatien New Yerk as my telegram
Nee. 590 ' | _ ' .

[Re eitei te United Kingdem Delegatien
NQW YOI‘k . ‘ o v ’
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En Clair

D. 12,55 p.m., 17th October, 1947,

~No, 762. |
17th October, 1947 R, 2.58 p.m. 17th October, 1947,

Repeated Saving to Amman, British liddle Last Offlee Cairo,
Bagdad, Cairo, ﬁamascus, Jedda, Jerusalen,
United Kingdom Delegation New ¥

ork,

Ex-Mufti,

Following is translation of two passages
from report published by the newspaper Al Hayat
of interview given by ex-iufti.

[Begins] -

Paragraph 1, Colonial Secretary's statement,
The withdrawsl of the British from Palestine is
necessary. We have received this statement with
satisfaction and are now awaiting fulfilment of
its contents in erder to reallse our full rights,

9, Provisienal Arab Gevermment of Palestine,
This is the time fer the Jehad and we are not
cencerned with fermalitles, appearances e’ names,
e believe that it is better and mere cenvenient
beth in the interests of Palestine and eur cause
te remain as a cemmittee, as we are at fresent
until we get threugh the present very d ££icult
stage. ater en whatever is mere convenlent

will be dene,
[Ends].

Full text fellews by bag.
355 |
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-—2M 1S Majesty’s Chargé d'Affaires at Beirut

presents his compliments to Principal Secretary of State

and has the honour to tranemg to him the under-mentioned for
documents. Forei,gn Affeirs

British.Leg

Reference to previous correspondence:

Beirut telegram No. 762 0{17.10.1;7. ?M%Z/c

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. Subject.

Translation of report from "Al Hayat" of interview
given by ex-Mufti of Jerusalem on 15.1Q.47. '

w
3479a 22862—2 (4)
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The following is a full translation of a report
appearing in "Al Hayat" of an interview given by the ex-Mufti of
Jerusalem, and from which extracts were gdvan in Beirut telegram
Nb. 762 of October l7th.

' The "Hayat's" representative in Aley reports:-

Yesterday I was fortunate in interviewing His Excellency
Hej &min Al-Husseini, the Grand Mufti of Palestine and Head of the
Arab Higher Cormittee, in his special apartment at Hotel Tanios,
Aley. I asked him to comment for "Al- Hayat" on the grave questlons_
of the hour and requested him to elucidate certain aspects of these
questions..

3

Of the statement of the British Government that they were
d¢ermined to withdrew their troops and administration from Palestine,
His Eminence saids:~

EEEREN
!

"The withdrawal of the British from Pelestine is necessary.
We have received thisstatement with satisfaction, and are now awaiting
ite execution in order to realise our full rights.®

|

9

I asked His Excellency for his opinion of the Russian
statement in favour of the partitioning of Palestine, and he replied:- -

"Does this require a question and answer? The Great Powers
do evil to . us and to themselves. It is enough to .say this much about
their attitude towards the just and righteous question of Palestine.®

What is your opinion on- the question of setting up a
Govermment for Palestine?

"This is the time for the Jehad, and we are not concerned

with formalities, appearances or names. We believe that it is better
and more expedient both in %the interest of Pelestine and our cause to
remain as a Committee as we are at present until we get through this
present very difficult stage. Later on whatever is more expedient will
be done.*

&
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: Are you satisfied with the decisions of the Arab League
Council? '

"Yes, we are satisfied with these decisions, and the Arab
Higher Committee are continuing their meetings incessantly to study
and scrutinize them. However, matters concerning the command of the
Jehad and military activities are still under the consideradion of a
technical committee which has been set up especislly for this purpose,
and which includes military and civilian leaders."

It is said that the Commend will be glven to Commander Tahe
Al-Heshemy.  What is your opinion?

. "This statement is a mere rumdur'and-premature, though
Taha Al-Hashemy is one of the best military men in the Arab countries.®

What is your advice to the Arabs?

"My edvice to the Arabs is to unify their ranks, but I do
not think they are in need of advice because they are not ignorant of
the fact that the cause of Palestine is the cause of them all, and that
its selmtion from the claws of the greedy amounts to the salvation of

/themselves «..




2.

themselves, their countries and their heritage. Let every Arab
look to to-morrow with faith, for we shall continue the Jehad to
the end, and-till Palestine is saved."

Have you'decidedvto remain in Lebanon as it has been

rumoured?

_ "We have not yet taken a final decision on the choice of
a place of .residence. -This is subject to the development of the

general situation."

I have noticed thet His Eminence wisely meintains secrecy
in matters concerning the Jehad. He has announced that the present
circumstances do not permit of indulgence in meking declarations and
elucidations end that this hour requires wisdom and foresight.

. Delegations of prominent men, leaders and youths continue
to wvisit him at all hours of the dy. They enquire for his health,
solicit his blessing and announce their loyalty to him and their
readiness to place all their belongings at his disposal in the cause

of Palestine. :

: In the meantime the Areb Higher Committee under his
presidency pursue their task with tireless vigour, and the Committee
members carry on their work in different countries and areas. While
the majority of them are continuing their discussions and study in
Aley, others are representing the Committee at the Council of the
Arab League. Still others are active in Demascus, and another group
are representing Palestine at U.N.O. under the leadership of

Jamal Al-Husseini.

spl-Havat" dated 16th October, 1947.
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Cyphex/OTP DEPARTMENIAL 10,2
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. kvans D.12.36 p.m. 26th October, 1947.
No.778 R.2 . 6 p.m. 26th October, 1947,
26th October, 1947, . cen

IMMEDIATE , g .
SECRET ;J ( ; EE 1 C)()‘:)[)
Following for Eastern Department,
Your telegram No.661: Ex - w37

Parliamentary Question,

I realise this Parliamentary Question and
answer are inevitable but last sentence will
not make the task of the Lebanese Govermment
any easier. No publicity has been %ivcn here
to representations referred to in this last
sentence which, according to Lebanese Prime Minister,
are oan known to himself, the President and the
ex~-Mufti, sugeest therefore that the less
publicity given In Arab countries the better.

2. At the beginning of the last sentence of
the snswer 1 would suggest "later" be substituted for
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Restpitted.
oéié

Draft.

v

H. M. Ambéﬁé:dor,
Cai¥o. /)&
a'AffairesMdarut.
Telegram. 6o/
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Repeat to :—

FoxCQhair.

Xodx

Cypher.
Distribution :— |

No. 2 Departmental

Copies to :—
/S e

(Date)&&rﬁ .

F.0,

;lwfi ~ October ‘194 7.

Earhi Defr™

Parliamentary Questions have been put down J

for 27th.October on the subjectédf the~poiitica,

activities of the Mufti and for your informatim

draft reply (which is still subject to final
approval) has been submitﬁed ofi the following
1in;s:— |

"When the Mufti of Jerusalem arrived in
Egypt'in 1946, H.M. Representative énquiréd, in
the course of his representations, whether the
Egyptian Government would prevent him from

leaving the country but the Egyptian Government

replied that they could not undertake to do

this. In the circumstances no useful purpose

would be served by further representations-to

the Egyptian Government on this point and none

have been made.

"When the Mufti arrived in Beirut from

‘Egypt on 8th Octéber, H.M. Chargé d'Affaires

informed the Lebanese Government that in view
of the repeated representations made on this °
subject, the Mufti's'arrival Wouid undoubtedly
make a most unfavourable impression on H.M.G.
He also informed the Lebanese Government on

instructions that H.M.G. counted on themito

restrain the Mufti from taking any actién,whichk

would cause added difficulty for the British
Administration in Palestine and the Lebanese

Government have agreed to do so."
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confidential |
Cypher/0TP DEPARTMENTAL NOe2e

FROM FOREIGN OFFICE TO CAIRO No, 1978
' BEIRUT No. 66

October 25th, 1947. De 2445 pem. October 25th,1947,

JMMEDIATE
Following from Eastern Department.

Parliamentary Questiens have been gut down fey
Octeber 27th on the subject of the pelitical activitiies
ef the Mufti and for yeur informtion draft reply

is still subject te fimal appreval) has been submi ted
on the fellewing limes:-

"When the Mufti of Jerusalem arrived in Egypt in
His Masjesty's Representative enquired, in the ceurse
is representstions, whether tha E tian Gevermment
would revent him trm leavi but the

n
tin Gevernmeat rep tﬁat they co d net undertake
to o this. In the ol unstances ne useful pur;gue weuld

be served by further represontations te the E ian

Gevernment en this peint and neme have been madeo,

When the Muftl arriyed in Beiru t from Egypt on
October 8th, His Majesty's Charg Aftuires nfomeﬂ
the Lebanese Govorment that 1n
representations made on this su ‘m;eat, the Muf s arrival
muld undoubtedly make a most avourable ression on
His Majesty's Govermment, He also imformed the Lebanese
Geverment on instructieus that His Ma}:sty 8 Govermeat
counted en them te restraim the Mufti
actien whieh would cause added difficulty fer the Br tish

Administration in Pslestine and the Lebnese Geverument
haw agreed te do se",
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I T
- b Parliamentary Question

%:14. Mr. Jawneryeifp ask the Sdfretary of State for Foreign Affairs, whether any assurances ,
nER hawic een: ZIVRIDjmddlituksC ernment - of the Lebanon that the ex-Mufti of Jerusalem will
. 1. be forbidden to take part in any political activities during the period of his stay on
X Yoh .- Lebanese soil, similar to those given in respect of his stay. inv Egypte by the, Egyptism
Gavernment: [Moanday: 27th Qctober.] R B A I

Lo

ANCWIRCID 9

27 06T ) 47 It is suggested that we should take

REPLY ATTACHED. this gquestion and Ko. 2¢ (Kr. George Porter)
~ together. They both concern the Mufti's

recent move from Cairo to Beirut.

TTTTT]

3

Wihen the lMufti arrived in Egypt in 1946
we requested the Egyptian Government to
prevent him from,indulging in political
| activities. H®@fValso suggested that the
Mufti mheghd be prevented from leaving Egypt.
The Egyptian Govermment were unwilling to |
guarantee that they could prevent his escape
and they 4id not agree to prevent him from
having normel contacts with political friends.

TTTT 1]

LU

¥ The Mufti recently arrived in Beirut,

}72' | —his arrival coinciding with a meeting of the
Arao-League. Mr., Evans revoresented to the
Lebanese Govermment that his arrival would
be very unwelcome to IH.M.G. We approved
his language and asked him to add that H. M. G.
counted upon the Lebanese Govermment to

~réstrain him from any action which would
cause added difficulty for the British
Administration in Palestine. The Lebanese
Government have agreed to this.

It was decided not to .nake represent-
ations to the Egyptian Government about the
Mufti's departure since they had never sald
they would stop him leaving.
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SENT 10 De? .

MUFTI OF JERUSALEM

20. Mr. Janner asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs whether any
assurances have been given by the

. Government of the Lebanon that the ex-
' Mufti of Jerusalem will be forbidden fo

take part in any political activities during
the period of his stay on Lebanese soil,
similar to those given in respect of his

.stay in Egypt by the Egyptian

Government.

28. Mr. George Porter asked the Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether

- any representations have been made to the
~ Egyptian Government regarding the de-.

parture of the Ex-Mufti of Jerusalem from

that country to Beirut, to take part in the -

political activities of the Arab League.
Mr. Mayhew: When the Mufti of

"‘ Jerusalem arrived in Egypt in 1946, His -

‘as an ordinary enemy alien?

Majesty’'s Representative inquired, in the

course of his representations, whether the -
Egyptian Government would prevent him .

. from leaving the country, but the
- Egyptian Government replied that they .

could not ‘undertake to do this. In the

circumstances, no useful purpose would
be served by further representations to
. the Egyptian Government on this point,
"and none have been made. When the
Mufti_ arrived in Beirut from Egypt on |
8th October, His Majesty’s Chargé
+ d’ Affaires informed the Lebanese Govern-

ment that in view of the repeated repre-
sentations made on this subject, the
Mufti’s arrival would undoubtedly make
a most unfavourable impression on His
Majesty’s Government. He later in-
formed the Lebanese Government, on
instructions, that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment counted on them to restrain the
Mufti from taking any action which would
cause added difficulty for the British
Administration in Palestine.

Mr, Janner: Is my hon. Friend going
to leave it at that? In view of the abused
position in Egypt, will he not take further
steps with the Lebanon as regards this

dangerous man? o

Mr. Mayhewf We have made our views
clear to the Lebanese Government, and |
they have agreed to do what we have

asked—to restrain the Mufti from taking
embarrassing action against us.

Mr. Porter: Is my hon. Friend not in
agreement that the action taken up with

‘the Egyptian Government 'in regard to
this ‘individual was very belated? Is he

aware that I put down a Question when

he was on French soil and he could then |
have been taken into custody and treated
Lo

!

Mr. Mayhew: The\attendance of the
: isapproval with
which His Majssty’s Government viewed
the contempt fo
in the trial of Nik
solution of the A
just taken place.
therefore instructed the

tative not
ceremonies.
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EASTERN

Parliamentary Question

% 29. Mr. George Porter,—To ask the Secretary of State for Foreign . Affairs, whether any.

‘... - -Tepresentations..have been made: to. the Egyptian Government regarding the departure

j—&& : - of - the Ex:Mufti:.of. Jerusalem, from that country to Beirut,. to take part in the political
. activities.of the:Arab League. [Monday 27th.Qctober.]. .. R
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PARLIAMENTARY

/
QUESTION. 3/

instructions, that His Majesty’s Govern-

/ - MUFTI OF JERUSALEM ~ment counted on' them to -restrain the

20. Mr. Janner asked the Secretary of
State for Foreign Affairs whether any
assurances have been given by the
Government of the Lebanon that the ex-
Mufti of Jerusalem will be forbidden to .
take part in any political activities during
the period of his stay on Lebanese soil,
_similar to those given in respect of his
stay in Egypt by the Egyptian
Government. ‘

28. Mr. George Porter asked ‘the Secre-
tary of State for Foreign Affairs: whether
any representations have been made to the
Egyptian Government regarding the de-
parture of the Ex-Mufti of Jerusalem from
that country to Beirut, to take part in the
political activities of the Arab League.

Mr. Mayhew: When the Mufti of
Jerusalem arrived in Egypt in 1946, His
Majesty’s Representative inquired, in the
course of his representations, whether the
Egyptian Government would prevent him
from leaving the country, but the
Egyptian Government replied that they
could not undertake to do this. In the
circumstances, no useful purpose’ would
be served by further representations to
the Egyptian Government on' this. point,
and none have been made.
Mufti arrived in Beirut from Egypt on
8th October, His Majesty’s Chargé
d’ Affaires informed the Lebanese Govern-
ment that in view of the repeated repre-
sentations made on this subject, the
Mufti’s arrival would undoubtedly make
a most unfavourable impression on His
Majesty’s Government, He later in-
formed the Lebanese Government, on

When the :

Mufti from taking any action which would
cause added difficulty for the British
Administration in Palestine. _

Mr. Janamer: Is my hon. Friend going
to leave it at that? In view of the abused
position in Egypt, will he not take further
steps with the Lebanon as regards this
dangerous man? ‘

Mr. Mayhew: We have made our views
clear to the Lebanese Government, and
they have agreed to do what we have
asked—to restrain the Mufti from taking
embarrassing action against us.

Mr. Porter: Is my hon. Friend not in
agreement that the action taken up with .
the Egyptian Government in regard to’
this individual was very belated? Is he
aware that I put down, a Question when
he was on French soil and he could then.
have been taken into custody and treated
as an ordinary enemy alien? L

Mr. Mayhew: I cannot remember that,
but I think we took quite prompt action
with the Egyptian Government, although
we were unable to get the guarantee that
they would undertake net to allow him to
leave Egypt. '

Mr. Porter; Is my hon. Friend aware
that when I asked my previous Question
regarding this man, I was told that he
could not be traced;, although I stated
that my information was that he was on
French soil? -

Mr. Méyhew: That is another qhestion.

27 0T 1947
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PARLIAMENTARY
P QUESTION.

28. Mr. George Porter asked the Secre-

tary of State for Foreign Affairs whether
any representations have been made to the
-Egyptian Government regarding the de-
parture of the Ex-Mulfti of Jerusaleni from
that country to Beirut, to take part in the
political activities of the Arab League.

Mr. Mayhew: When the Mufti of
Jerusalem arrived in Egypt in 1946, His
Majesty’s Representative inquired, in the
course of his representations, whether the
Egyptian Government would prevent him
from leaving the country, but the
Egyptian Government replied that they
could not undertake to do this. In the
circumstances, no useful purpose would
be served by further representations to
the Egyptian Government on this point,
and none have been made. When the

Mufti arrived in Beirut from Egypt on.

8th October, His Majesty’s Chargé
d’Affaires informed the Lebanese Govern-
ment that in view of the repeated repre-
sentations made on this subject, the
Mufti’s arrival would undoubtedly make
" most unfavourable impression on His
Majesty’s Government. He later in-
formed the Lebanese Government, on
instructions, that His Majesty’s Govern-
ment counted on them to restrain the
Mufti from taking any action which would
cause added difficulty for the British
Administration in Palestine.

Mr. Janner: Is my hon. Friend going

to leave it at that? In view of the abused

position in Egypt, will he not take further
steps with the Lebanon as regards this
dangerous man?

Mr. Mayhew: We have made our views
clear to the Lebanese Government, and

they have agreed to do what we have
asked—to restrain the Mufti from taking
embarrassing action against us.

Mr. Porter: Is my hon. Friend not in
agreement that the action taken up with
the Egyptian Government in regard to
this individual was very belated? Is he
aware that I put down a Question when
he was on French soil and he could then
have been taken into custody and treated
as an ordinary enemy alien? ¥

Mr. Mayhew: I cannot remember that,

"but I think we took quite prompt action
'with the Egyptian Government, although
‘'we were unable to get the guarantee that
‘they would undertake not to allow. him to-
leave Egypt.

Mr. Porter;: Is my hon. Friend aware

that when I asked my previous Question

regarding this man, I was told that he

‘could not be traced, although I stated
‘that my information was that he was on

French soil?
Mr. Mayhew: That is another question.

27 06T 1947
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DRAFT REPLY TO

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTION I will, with permission, answer

2%
No.1lh by Mr, Janner this question and No. 29 together.

and No. 29 by Mr. George " When the Mufti of Jerusalem arrived

LR

£

L

' Porter, both of Monday 27th in Egypt in 1946, H.M. Representative

October. enquired, in the course of his representaﬁqg

whether the Egyptian Government would
prevent him from leaving the country but
the Egyptian Government replied that they
could not undertake to do this. In the
eircumstances no useful purpose would be

Colonial Office concur served by further representations to the
Egyptian Government on this point and none

have been made.
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When the Mufti arrived in Beirut from
Egypt on 8th October, H.M. Chargé deffaireﬁé
informed the Lebanese Government that in )
view of the repeated representations made oné

this subject the Mufti's arrival would

undoubtedly make a most unfavourable

impreSSion on H.M.G. He% informed the
Lebanese Government on ihatructions,tha£”:"ﬁ
H.M.G. counted on them to restrain the ;
Mufti from taking any action which!woﬁldi,,{é»

Britishf‘

cause added difficulty for the

et e

Administration in Palestine;ps
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Cypher/OTP DEPARTMENTAL NO,2
FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

Mr. Evans D.12.36 p.m. 26th October, 1947,
No,778 R.2 . 6 p.m. 26th October, 1947,

296th October, 1947,

TVMMEDIATE
SECRET
Following for Bastern Depariment.

Your telegram No.661l: Ex - Mufti.

Parliamentary Question.

I realise this_Parliamentary Question and
answer are inevitable but last sentence will
not meke the task of the Lebanese Govermment
any easier. No publicity has besn glven here
to representations referred to in this last

sentence which, according to Lebanese Prime Minister,

are only known to himself, the President and the
ex-Mufti., 1 suggest therefore that the less
publicity given In arab countries the better.

9, At the beginning of the last sentence of
the angwor I would suggest "later" be substituted for

"also",
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References.
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(A ction
completed.)

Next Paper

10530

(Minutes.)

Lccount has been tgken. of this telegram in MM a
draft reply to the telegram from the U.K.Delegation
at Ilew York reporting the American intention to launch
their new partition scheme in the Palestine Commilttee.
Faragraph 2 of this telegram showo tuat,s0 long as we
remain in Palestine,things arc likely to be made very
difficult forr us by the aduption of the measures
vroposed by the Unlted states.

Apart from this point, Lkir. Evans maékes in
haragraph 4 a suggestion almost similar to that made
by Brigadier Clayton in paragraph 8 of his Note in
5.10152., Both these British representatives, speaking
from Arab countries, consider that we should be Jjustified
and indeed well advised to take a sultable opportunity
of warning the Areb Governments once uore that they
should be careful to avoid any action prejudicial ©oO
our authority in Palestine as long as we are there.
We have at present & store of good-will and influence

" with the Areb countries wnich should make our

representations effective.

I suggest that the present is not a sultable
moment for a ifurther warning to thce Arabs. VWe should
I think watch for an opportunity, which will possibly
occur wWhen we make soine further announcement clearly

| indicating the short time we propose to stay in

Palestine, e.g. an announcement of the date for the

| beginning of the withdrawal.

01«8(3mw2

deGeS Belth.

1st November, 1947.

’

Wi, 247724717 178935 10/38 KO,

B No /5"”"/

I

TTTTT]

U

Ry

4

s

n
D
-J
[—

o
bl
o0
D
o ]

NOONOT ‘321440 QNOJ3Y J178N0d 3HL 40 LHDI¥AL0d




COPYRIGHT OF THE PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE, LONDON

3] &

p bl o O wﬂw\mwwwm




7 o,
;R
g

“.[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
' retained by the authorised recipient and not passed om]

j Cypher/QTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION

FROM _BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE
~ lirs_Evans, De %4450 pem, 29th October,1947.

; NogEBQ |
: °] OCtObCI”].g)b?Q Re 7003 Pellle 29th OCYObCI’.19L7.

Repeated to New York (UKDEL)
Jerusalem,
Cairo,
B.MeEsOe Cairo,
Bagdad, )
Auman, )
Damascus, )
Jedda, )

SAVING ‘

L
SECRET

Your telegram No,2547 to Jerusalem; Palestine,

As seen from here the appreciation of the ex=Mufti's
attitude and of the possibility of imcursiens by guerilla
bands given in paragraph 3 of your telegram under reference
appears to be somewhat over eptimistic,

2, It is true that at recent meeting of Arab
League Council the Arseb States decided not te resort te
actien with regular forces as leng as British treeps
remained in Palestine and there is every likeliheoed that
thls decisien will held good even if the United Natiens
reached a decisien unfaveurable te the Arabs, Unfortunately
the situation as regards action by irregulars is not so
clear, The Lebanese Government have agreed to resirain
‘the exeMuftil from ény action which might render more
difficult the task of the Government of Palestime, It
also eppears to have bteen decided by the Aradb League
Council that [gp.undec.? irregulars] whether Palestimian
or belonging to the Arab Stgtes should remaim inactiwe
fory the time being i.e, at least until United Natioms
decision is known. Exe-mufti acquiesced in this |
decision but I suspect thet he did so‘after much heart
searching (please see paragraph 2 of my telegram No.746).
There is no evidence, however, that any decisiom has been
reached regarding action by irregul.rs after Umited
Nations' decision and in the event of it belng unfavourable
to the Arabs, In fact the Lebsnese Prime Minister recently
told me that no decisiom had been taken om this point, He
said the situation would have to be considered at the
time and that he could not say definitely what wounlé be
done, though he added that he personally saw advantage 1im
the Arabs taking me action even im such an eyen@aplity as
long as British forces remained in Palestjpes JLgss-

' Ay I‘Qﬁ&ﬁﬂriﬁg/&. ,
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reassuring (as it possibly indicates that Riad Bey may
be to some extent inclining to the views of the ex=
Mufti) was Riad Bey's statement that he had changed

his opinion regarding ability of Palestine Arabs to
stand up to the Jews; he now thought they could do so
successfully, As regards Azzam Pasha, he is, according
to United States ilinister, of the opinion that a rising
of Palestine Arabs would be unavoidable if the Jews,
following & decision by United Nations declared a Jewish
State in Palestine - compare paragraph 1 of my telegram
No.,746, Finally, it is more than probable that if such
@ decision is reached the ex~liufti will be exposed to a
great deal of pressure from his extremist followers and that
he may himself be tempted to precipitate events in the
hepe of increasing his own prestige,

TTTTTT
[TTTTTT]

5« There is every reason to believe that before any
action is taken following a United Nation's decisionm
unfavourable to the Arabs the Arab League Council will
be re-assembled, This probably constitutes some safeguard
[gp.undec, ] Arab leaders will probably be hard pressed to
find a solution which, while stopping short of violence,
will at the same time satisfy public opinion, 4s far as
can be judged from here there may well be a clash between,
on the one hand, Saleh Jabr (who appears to be opposed to
action by irregular forces = please see my telegram No.769)
and on the other, Aradb leaders who might come under the
influence of the ex-Mufti, Azzam Pasha and Riad Bey will
probably try to steer a middle course. It would, therefore,
be rash to assume that Saleh Jabr will be definitely
able to maintain the advantage he gained at the recent
meeting or that wise counsels will prevail; and if the
extremists gained the day it is very doubtful whether
we could count much om Lebanese ability to restrain the
ex=iiufti,

L
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e I feel therefore that it may be well to point out
to various Arab Governments 8s &1d when suitable opportunity
occurs (and particularly if Arab League Council is recalled)
that any action predudicial to authority in Palestine as
long &s we are there (even if the United Nation decisien
goes against them) will only damage the interests of the
Arabs themselves and at the same tine complicate our task,
There is a widespread feeling at present that a clash with

us must be avoided at almost any cost and this ghould be
encouraged,

4e8i

5. Since the above was drafted I have beem informed
by United States Legation here that according te informstiom
received from Washington there is mow no (repeat me) chanced
a solutien on basis ef U,N,5.C.0,P. major recommendatiens
being approved., But evem if partitien is rejected there is
a danger that the situatien may develep en the lines indicated
above; it might do se, fer example, if the Jews attempt to
set up a Jewish State er if there were widespread attacks
on the Arabs, | |
Fereign Office please pass te UKDEL New Yerk as xy
telegram Neo.41l and Caire te B,M,L.0. as my telegram Ne.208
[Repeated te UKDEL New York] |
QQQ ’
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Brd Hovm%gi" R. 10.20 a.,m, 4th November, 1947,

Repeated to J eruaalen and Saving Cairo, Bagdad,
British Middle East Office Cairo,
Damascus, Amman and Jedda,
Ex-Mufti, |
The Lebanese P_residont has eonfirmed to
a member of my staff, a press report that the
ex-Muftl proposes to spehd the' winter in
Lebancn, His Excelleney appeared displeased
with this develoment but it 1s clear that
he and his Government can only aceept it as
inevitable. : [}
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Cypher/0TP

FROM_AMMAN T0 FOREIGN OFFICE

3ir A, Kirkbride De 1,10 pen, 5th Nevember 1547
Ne, 528 Re 2.0 Dom, 5th Nevember 1947

65th Neverber 1947
Repeated to United Kingdem Delegatien New York

g dad
Caire

Dsmascus »

; * British Middle East @ffice Calre
Jerusalen
Jedda

Saving

 GUNFIDENTI - |
. /0 0N i

My telegram Ne, 7519,

Pglestine,

 Azzenm e} r tohnve cenvinced Ki Abdullah and
damir that there had been ne secret meeting at Demaseus,

On the other hand Semir sdmits thet Azzam is umshaken
- in his determinatiem that the Mufti is net te be excluded
gﬁm %ni%re future actien tsken by the Arab States sbeut
ales . | |

Fereign Office please pass te United Kingdem Delegatien
New York as my telegram Ne, 14,

[Repested te United Kingdem Delegatien New York]
P g g o ;5'
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British Iegé.ﬁon,
~ Damasecus.

30th Oct., 1947

- Vo

116/47/47.

/

e E

7. ";;'_)‘ .’

In view of the fact that the ex-Mufti of Palestine
visited Syria on October 25th, as reported in my telegram No. 472
of October 27th, I took an early OppoO ity to express our point
of view, as explained in para. 2 of ' telegram No. 628 to Beirut,
to the Head of the Political Section of the Syrian Ministry for
Foreign Affairs, and to Armenazi (Syrien Minister in London), who is

at present in Damascus.

T will take the first opportunity to make the same
point with Jamil Mardam Bey. I do not, however, intend to make a
special effort to see the President on this subject, since, although
he is now transacting some business, he is still a sick man and in
partial retirement at 7ebdani. If I see him in the normal course of
events however, I will, of course, take the opportunity to mention

the matter to him.
Z\»M YV g

c. R

»

B.A.B. Burrows, Esq.,
Bastern Department,
Foreign Office,
LONDON, S.W.1.

NOONOT ‘3D1440 QHOI3Y J178Nd 3HL 30 LHO1¥ALOD




1947

E

PALESTINE

Newser €106 4/
FROM ’é, 0 o //w

§/ 8352 /
| Dated
Received r/
in Registry //

/7~

Last Paper.

10% 9,

References.

(How disposed of.)

(Action
completed.)

, jz%“//

Next Paper.

10668

£x - //,5//

Kﬂaﬂ:’g /gi//(” 511////7/301/(’/ /C//;V/y///y /jz;(ﬂﬁz{
ﬁ%f

I‘ Qt‘@t bient M/L
s,

’ Ay w/ \4/’ L[ 0
411/7!40{(’ 0(; / ﬂg,;tufl( /% wx/éév’

twéﬁmw
cwué/@ Cf@’/

Wﬂ

32003 F.0.P

TTTTTTT]

T

RS

TTTTTTT]

——

9

- ooussofoy | |

_W00N0Y ‘31440 0W0O3W 317004 INL 4O INDVEAMD .




- R * P e Lo T T e d G s et e
o

o =g ADDRESS: PRODROME Amm S ™ . ‘ BRITISH LEGATION

| 3 ............. (s/852/16)e Dl = " AMMAN

| 0! 1  3rd Novesber, 1947y
0 o,
<

I had two talks to Abder Rahmen Agzam during his recent stay
at Ammen, the first when he called at my residence and the sesomd

when I returned his calle | :

" A great deal of the ground gone over by Azzem in these talks
is, no doubt, familler to a1l those who are concerned with Middle
Eastern affairs but he made one or two remarks which interested me

and I repeat them in oase they may interest others 8lsoe

2. Speeking of HaJ Amin el Husseini, Azzem seid that,

the latter had gained a great deal of experience since he had

fled from Palestine about ten years ago, he had learnt. very little.
HaJ Amin's one idea, at present, was that, as soon as ths British
forces had withdrswn, the Arsbs should, with one accord fall upom
the Jews in Palestine and destroy theme

It was uscless to point out the practical diffioculty of
destroying a well armed and orgenised commmity of 700,000 people,
Hadhﬂ.njustbmhcdthamtteruidoandmmmdthnttho
great thing wes to get the British forces out so as to give the

Arabs a clesxr field,

Agzam feared that, if the Mufti, was given anm opportunity
of putting his ideas into practice, Falestine would be throwa imto
o state of chaos as least, if not more, harmful to the Arabs as to

It was for that reasom that Azszsm had resisted the
formation of san interim Arsd Govermmemt of Palestine under the
Mufti's control snd had insisted that any Arab intervention in
Palestine must be done by the Arsb states scting in concerts

When I queried as to why if he was dangerous, the Ars®
League cherished the Mufti quite so smuch, Azzam said that he had
captured the imsgination of the Arab masses and the League could
not, therefore, afford to drop him, FHe added that as the Jews
had their extremists, Stern and I.Z¢l., be supposed that the Arabs
should have theirs 2lso, -

3¢ Speaking of Egypt, Azzam remarked, despairingly, that the
Egyptisn Ministers had menoeuvred themselves into a fix from which
only Great Britain could deliver them and Great Britaim, no%
without justifisstion refused to do it. He felt that an aot of
great statemanship by Great Britain might win over Egypt Just as
Indis and Pakistan had been won oveXs X
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He did not respomd to my observation that the present
ploture, which he painted as that of the ¥Middle Eastern states
yearning for Great Britain's friendship, could appear, when view.«
from our angle, as an orgenised attempt to drive us out of the
¥Middle East altogether,

- ' ' lb/oo‘oa

BedeBe Burrau, Esq. »
The Easztera Depariment,
The Poreign Office,
LONDON, S.We 1.
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7. I sm sending coples of this letter to Baghdad, Beirut,
Ca:lro, Dn.mnoua, Jedda, Jerusalem and the Britinh Middle East Ofﬁoe.
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va [This telegram is ef particular secrecy and sheuld be
retained by the autherised recipient angnﬁpt ?assad onl.

| V0 LAL
Cypher/GTP CABINET DISTRIBUTION  + = MU
FROM_BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

lr, Lvans, D: 10,0 a.m, 15th Nevember,
Ne, 820 ‘ , |
13th Nevember, 1947 R: 11,40 a.m, 15th Nevember,1947

Repeated te U.K. Delegatien New Yerk (Fbreign Office
please pass as my telegram Ne.43),
Caire, '
Jerusalem, -
British Middle Zagt Office
Blgéad Saﬁngt
Jeddsa "
Aman "
Damascus ",

Secret,
liy telegranm No.785.‘i£j

Palestine,

Sir Firez Khan Neen has given me the fellewing
%ndications of an interview he had with the ex-Mufii
eday. |

2, 8ir Firez said that the ex-Huiti was clearly
snxieus abeut the eutceme ef the partitien prepesals
befere the United Natiens, particularly as he believed
the United States Gevermment were new using pressure -
on ether members of the United Hatiens e.g. China, te
suppert the seheme, . | |

3. The ex-Mufti said that the Arabs were anxieus
te aveid a clash with the British and that he heped
His Kajesty's Gevernment weuld remain neutral em the
partitien. He asked Sir Firez te invite Iir. Jinnah
te use his influence with His Majesty's Geverrment
te this end, The ex-Mufti made it clear, hewever, that
actien by Arsb irregulars weuld be inevitable if the
Unlted Natiens appreved the partitien sqhame.

4, Sir Firez teld me that he had fermed the
impressien that the ex-Mufti's eutleek was ne lenger

anti-British.
[Repeated te U,il, Delegatien lew Yerk],
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DEPARTMENTAL NO.1,

FRQM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE

D: 3,58 p.n. 1§th November, 1947,
R: 4,32 p.m, 13th November, 1947,

Repeated to: U.K.Delegation New York,
- Cairo,
Jerusslen,
B.M,E,0, Cairo (Cairo please pass as my

telegram No, 31),
Bagdad Saving,

Amman Seving,
Dsmsscus Saving,
Jedda SaVingo

iy telegram No, 820: U
Pslestine,

liy infarmant hes since requested that indications
he gave of his interview with the ex Mufti should be

treated as strictly confidentisl and that his nsme should
not {repeat net) be asseclsted with the infermstion,

@a@
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22 NOV o ! .

[This telegram is of particular secrecy and should be
retained by the avthorised recipient and not passed onl,

En clair by

Confidential Bag.
CABINET DISTRIBUTION,

CABINET DISIRIBPUIIUN

FROM BEIRUT TO FOREIGN OFFICE.

Mr, Evans,
No, 78 SAVING.
14th November, 1947, R. 21st November, 1947,

Repeated to United Kingdem Delegation New York No, 6 Saving,
Jerusalem No, 71 Saving,
Caire Neo, 70 Suin%,
British Middle East Office Caire Ne, 56 Saving,
Bagédad Ne, 105 Saving, |
Apman No, 114 Saving
Danescus Ne, 276 Saving,
Jedds Ne. 110 Saving.

’ N .
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My telegrams Nes, 820 and 822, Palestine,

I have now had e fuller account of the interview
with the ex=Mufti,

9, Speaking of intervention by the Arab armies
the ex-Muftl said that it was not known when this would
take place and admitted that possibly seme of the

Arab armies might net take part. There was ne deubt
hewever, that 1f jtien were announced velunteers
would go inte actien even 1f the British were still 1n
Pslestine, A discussien of the gituatien in Kashmir
fellewed and the ex-Mufti admitted that if regular
ferces and the irregulars were net timed te act tegether

the result weuld undeubtedly be less effective,

5, As regards fﬂ'eparatims for the Arab revelt in

Palestine, the ex<Mu said that censiderable caches

of arms a reag existed in the countr{. Supplies were
available, particularly in Egypt and in the estern
Degert, and the Arabs could ceunt en 20,000 rifles and

1,000 machine guns,

4, Asked abeut Arab unity, the ex-Mufti said that
1f this questien had been put ie him by a fereigner he
weuld have replied that their unlti vas cemplete, but
{e & brether leslem he had te admi what was the true
state of affairs, _There were twe factors, the Arab

eeples on the ene hand and the Geverrments en the ether,
g regards the peeples, unity was cem lete, but as a

result ef the artificial frentlers es ablished after

1920 and "British made thremes" the same was net true

of the Gevernments, In the last resert, heweyer, the
Gevermaents weuld have te incline beferexihe,¥ N of
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the lﬁgeapl . There were at present three influences
working for disunity (1) Jewlsh intrigues (2) British
intrigues and (3) the ambitions.of individual Arab
pulers, The trouble really came: from Iraq, King
Feisal I was a great man whose aim had been Arab unity,
but unfortunstely the same could not be said of his

successors,

S, Mi.infommt said that throughout the interview
the ex<Mufti‘'s attitude was by no means anti-British - in
fact he laid great stere by British sugpgrt. particularly
in the form of neutrality of Hls Majes f g Gyoverrment en

the question of partitien, Raja Husseini, the ex<Mufti's
‘gecretary and kinsman whem my infermant saw befere the
interview said thet in his epinien the British had gene

a leng way te meet Arab wishes but he feared that in
view of pregsure frem varieus quarters the attitude of
His Majesty's Gevernment weuld be eh the whele negative,
This prebably alse represents the view of the ex-lufti

himgelf,

6.‘ My infermant again requested that his name
sheuld net (repeat net) be asseciated with this

infermatien,
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Press Intsrview given by Grand Mufti

Encloses translation ofan article from the
Lebanese newspaper "Al Hayat" of Llth Noveumber
regarding an interview given by the Grand Mufti
to corregpondents of the American Associated FPress.
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S, Majesty’s Minister at

presé‘_ht‘_;sfi'his compliments to Principal Secretary of State for
and has the honour to transmit to him the under-mentioned Foreign

‘Affairs

-1

documents.

British

Reference to previous correspondence:.

Description of Enclosure.

Name and Date. - Subject.
l
I} .‘—_———__—-———-___—____—__________—_—._—4

Trenslation of an article appearing in the
Lebanese newspaper *Al-Hayat" of November 1lth,

1947.

3479a 22862—2 (4)
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mranslation of en article sppearing in the Lebanese
newspaper "Al-Hayat" of November 1lth, 1947 kiz

These are the arasbs and this is their Determination:-

The Grend Mufty declares:-

- Neither ad International Policévnor any Power in the world
will prevent ue from fighting for the possession of Palestine.

This interview was given by the grand Mufty to George Bittar
and Robert Miller, correspondents of the American Assoclated Presse
These two were accompanied by #Al-Heyat's" representatives. The
questions put forward end the Grand Mufty's replies are as followst=

Q. What is your opinion of the declaration of H. R, H. Emire Faysél
Al-Ssoud on the withdrawal of his country from U.N.O. 1in case
the partitioning of Palestine is decided upon?

A The decleration of H.R.H. Emire Feysal is only an echo of the
sentiments amd views of &ll the Arsbs on the subject.

Qs Will the Arabs oppose the american petroleum projects in the
Arab East, in cese the American government continue to support
the Zionist Policy? And will the British projects suffer the

same fate?

The Arabs have repeatedly announced that they are resolutely
determined to repel agzression with all the means at their
 disposal. Accordingly, they will sacrifice their blood and
treasure, body and material, the same as any other people of
the earth will do when they £ind themselves threatened with

extermination.
Do. the Arabs regard Russia's pro-partitioning attitude as an.

unfriendly act, the same as they regard the american Governmenﬁ@%f}

attitude towards this question?

The attitude of these two afore-mentioned State

unfriendly, but is also unjustifiable morally,

violation of the principles and sims championed by these two
states and the pg%gciples of U.N.O.'s Charters The Arsbs are
determined to fight this aggression to the last breath.

Q Will the Arebs.fight in Palestine in case an internat ional
police force comes to take over from the British?

The Arsbs are resolutely determined to defend Palestine and
every part thereof and no quarter or tenderness would be shown
in dealing with any aggression committed by anybodye.

If a war in Palestine is inevitable what will be the fate of
the Jewish elements in that country after 1ts occupation by

‘the Arab asrmies?

I hope that victory will be scored by political experience
which is based on the public cheracter and U.N.O.'s Charter,
and that this experience will succeed in avoidlng war in the
Holy Leands | N

The Arebs will treat the Jews with justice when an Aradb
State is established in Palestine, the sesme &s the Americans
and British treat them in America and Britaine

You know that when the Jews were persecuted in Europe,
the Arsbs gave them & sanctuary in thelr country and treated
them wells The Arabs shall never abandon their noble traditions

in this respect, despite the zZionist 1ngratitude.

Q. The Jews/eeee
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The Jews claim that the Arabs who 1live in the proposed Jewish
Section of Palestine will not be deprived of their land, but -
will enjoy all the right's of the natives (Jewish natives), end
therefore partitioning should csause them no apprehensione

_ What is your opinion of this claim, and why the Arabs should

oppose partitioning?

The Arebs resist the partitioning of Palestine the same as the
Americans would resist the establishment of an independent
state in, say, California by a group of outsiders who would be
imposed upon them by force of arms.

. The Arabs are determined to resist the establishment of a
Jewish state in sny pert of Palestine with the same force with
which they would resist the establishment of & Jewish state in
all of Palestine, because sny part of Palestine is equally dear
to them, without distinction between this part or that. 1In
their struggle they are supported not by the Arab world alone,
but by all the Moslem worlde

Concerning the Jewish claim thet they will respect the civil
rights of the Arab minority in the claeimed Jewish state, let me
state that we prefer to be exterminated rather than be a minority
in our country. If the Zionists, who are & foreign minority
which has been imposed upon us, do not accept the status of
minority, although they are in an arab country, why, then, should
the Arabg who are the original owners of the country, be asked
to accept & minority status which would be the result of the

partitioning of Palestine?

They accuse you of collaboration with the Axis Poweré during
the last World War. What do you say?

When the Arabs endeavoured in vain to persuade the British to
desist from imposing a foreign population on Palestine who were
coming with the intention of conquering it, they declared resis-
tance, and consequently their villages were destroyed and their
organisations were declared to be illegal. Moreover, a number
of their leaders were srrested, others were exiled, and the
rest took refuge in the neighbouring countries. I was among
the 1ast ones, end I took refuge, first in Lebanon, but was
compelled to seek refuge in Iraq first, and in Iran nexte.

When the British occupied Iran, Europe was the only refuge
available beceause Turkey refused my request for residing in its

territories.

would you accept to be the Presiden£ of the Arsb Government in
an independent Palestine, eand what form of government do you

propose for Palestine?

I personslly @0 not wish to be the head of the Arsesb Government
in Palestine. However, the form of government will be deter-
mined by a Constitutional body representing the peoplee.
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town as Beirut it may not be altogether easy to avoid
bumping into him). I did have to shun him like the
plague in 1940 at Bagdad but times have changed now and
T thirk that it would be all to the good for s member of
my sfaff to see him occasionally.  As you know, the
Anericans in Damascus have of late been seeing quite a
bit of Fawzi Qawagjl’ end Dundes tells me that he also
met him at lunch the other day.

The point is that it will now pay us hand over fist
to exert any influence we cen with a view to avolding a
clash with the Arabs in Palestine, which such hotheads as
the Mufti might in their enthusiasm precipitate. The
realism, wisdom, goodwill end skill which His Majesty's
Government are now applying to the Palestine problem are
almost universelly appreciated and esdmired in the Middle
East. 4nd it could only enhance our position if we were
to give this further proof of broasdmindedness by showing
that His Majesty's Government will not stoop to shewing
themselves vindictive towerds an indjvidual. It would
not meen, nor could it be taken to imply, that His
Majesty's Government had abandoned their principles or
condoned the Mufti's misguided past. In fact if, as may
be the case, he has had a change of heart, mild end discreet
contacts with the British might give him a chance to prove
it. If the leoperd is still the same we shall soon find

the spots under his henna.

NOQNOT ‘301440 GHOI3Y D1718N0d IHL 30 LHDI1¥ALO0D

I am sending copies of this letter to Ceiro, Begded,
Ammen, Deamascus, Jedda, Jeruselem and the British Middle

Bast Office.
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SE E T, " 27th November, 1947. -
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Since my return I have been considering the
problem of the ex-Mufti's presence in Beirut and the
advisaebility of establishing some informal contect
with him. There is little doubt that the ex-Mufti
no longer regerds us as Arab Public Enemy No. 1 and
to this extent he represents less of a menace from

our point of view.

I

The danger of Arab intervention in Palestine
while the British forces are there is still real. If
a decision unfavourable to the Arabs is reached at the
United Nations or if serious clashes between the
Palestine Arebs and the Jews oceur it is probable that
the ex=Mufti will be exposed to pressure from his
extremist followers to intervene and that he might
himself be tempted to precipitate events in the hope
of increasing his own prestige. Contect even of a
most informal sort with British officials might serve
as a safety valve and it is not inconceiveble that a
moderating influence might be exerted on him (there are
sndications thet he has mellowed samewhat) or failing
that it should be possible at least to obtain same
first hend evidence of his intentions.
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I redise that the ex-Mufti's dublous past renders
the prospect of even unofficial contact with him

/distasteful ...
B.A.B. Burrows, Bsq.,

FOREIGN OFFICE,
S.W. 1.
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‘distasteful and also that the Iragis whose distrust and

dislike continue unsbated mey not relish any contact
however unofficial between the British authorities and
the ex-Mufti. Such contaect may also to some extent
strengthen his hend, which again might not please the
Iregis. 1t cennot however be denied that he en joys

very considerable prestige and influence and he may still
play a part in the future government of Palestine.
Whatever his faults, the ex-Mufti hes had no truck with
the Soviets - he learnt a lesson through backing the
wrong side in the last wer - end esdvantage might be taken
of his enti-Communist leenings at scme futwre date. OF
more immediate significence however as suggested ebove is
the fect that, whether the Iragis like it or not, his
views will probably have considerable weight in connexion
with any decisions regarding Arab reaction to an unfavourable
United Nations Orgenisation decision because he can still
sway the people of Pelestine. For these reasons and as
seen from here it appears doubtful whether we can affard
to continue to ignore him completely. As regards the
Ireqis, I feel, subject to the views of Begdad, that no
harm would be done provided eventual contacts are discreet.

Shar tly éfter the ex-Mufti's arrival here the
Lebanese Prime Minister suggested.to Evans thet he might

1ike to meet him at tea at his (Riad Bey's) house. Evans
was of course most non-committal and Riad Bey has not
reverted to the point. I should be gled of your views on
whether if such an opportunity occurs agein advantege should
be taken of it. I do not of course propose that I should
go out of my way myself to see him (but in such a small

/tomn ...
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CONFIDENTLIL 0 » TILE DEP/RTMENTAL 10 1

En clair
FROYM FPREIGH OFFICE TO BAGD/D

. Y
No. 114&

- 8th December, 1087.

De Geb53 peme. Bth December, 1947.

and to Amman No. 548 end British lMididle Eest Office
Calre No. 865

Repesated to : Beirut Ne. 757
Damascus No. 615
Jedds No. 518
Jerusalen

Addressed to Bagded telegrsm Ne. 1146, 8th December,

end to Asman, British ¥iddle Rast Office: repeated for
infermatien te Beirut, Damsscus, Jedda, Jerusalenm.

Heust oun-Beswall's letter 72/67/47 ef Nevember 27th
Mufti].
Pleuse telegraph yeur views,
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FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE,

Mr,. Busk‘o . '
Ne, 12995, De Bel1ld aum, 19th December, 1947.

15th December, 1947. R. 9.36 &.,m. 19th Detember, 1947,

 Addressed te Beirut telegram Ne. 150 December 15th
Hepeated te rereign ce,

Foreign Office telegram llo. 1146. 5\‘(’”/‘*7 /b/

Your letter [grp. undec,]/67/47 November 27th
net received. Please send cepy.
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S8ir A. Kirkbride |
No. 871 D. 12,00 s.m. 9th December,1947

’ ]

9th December,1947  R. 2,44 p.m. Sth December,1947 =
SECRET AV R R
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/ / ]

Your telegram No, 548, A
: The Muft1 is a power in the Middle East'¥hall
we like it or not and that be 50 I agree with th
Minister Beirut that we gain nothing by lmposing a beycett.

888
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f The Church House,

Great Smith Street,
4 London, S.W.1, g

December 16th, 1947.

Yot.xr Reference__ M/l Deo IM

As sgreed in our telephone conversation,
I enclose s copy of the High Commissioners
ajkdjuiA immediste top secret snd personsl telegram
uLNﬁ;dﬁif‘\No. 2437 sbout reprisels and counter-reprissls
c in Pelestine. I have not submitted to higher
suthority here the gquestion whether the Colonisl
Office would fsvour spprosching the Mufti as the
High Commissioner proposes, but off-hsnd I cannot
see gny reason Wwhy not. I think we should wish
to have the views of the Foreign Office before
finslly meking up our minds, more especislly
as the High Commissioner proposes to bring
pressure on the Argb League,

In this connection you will remember
the recent telegrasm from Houston-Boswall msking
much the same suggestion,

Will you plesse let us hsve your views
as soon 8s you can in order thst we may reply
suitably to the High Commissioner?

VWMVUL&

(Trefford Smith)
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INWARD TELEGRAM

Ky

)} Lo ' : PR N RS ¢ ’
. i oo

: ‘ : FEESREPRI W ts o TR LU A S
FECM PALESTINE (General S1r A. cupningham) .. oo Th @
e | Do e o0 Ll enlE o

70 8, OF S, , COLONIES, TR -7 S
R 6 - 1§ 31

' D,15%h December, 1947. = _ v PO
. R.18%h * S 2105011!5&8‘1 RS

S

DOEDTATE

'Wo. 2437 Top Seoret and Personal

Addressed to the 8, of 8o . o
Repested o United Kingdom Delegetlon New York
" No, (*1893)

~ {Washington pleass pass). |
® ¥ Cairo No. 188, :

: T have reporied previously, repeated assurances
given by the Arsabs that they were most enxious to not male
trouble for us while we Were atill here. I% is now clear in
Palestine, however, much as they have wished, leaders either
cannot or will not take firm steps 1o control the present
disorders, It is lknown thet the Avab Higher Comnlttee have ne de
efforts Lo this end, but it is suspected that these efforts have

Peen sabotaged by certain individualse in Palestine acting
independently. | |

2 gituation now is deteriorating into a series of
reprisals and sounter-reprisals between Jews and Arsbs, in whieh
many innccent lives are belng lost, the tempo of which mey
accelexate, I must state that the provocatiive action of the

~Jews and their admission thet Hagena is authorised to take what
they call counter-actlion, but what 18, in affeot, indiscriminaie

action againat any Arsb, 18 hardly calculated to have a calming
efrect, :
Bol

TTTTTT]
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3, 1
taken to mitigate this dangerous situation, As far as
the Arabs are gonvemied 1t is undcubtedly a fact

from the Mufti in the right ow the on

1y
chance of inducing - we have
gone, : 8¢ lestine, one of the
| ates an¢~princ1plolgangiloq§§rs. is
an additional reason for ‘thinking that Arab attaolks will not
be stopped without the Mufti's intervention, Certainly the
Present frittering away of their resources in attacks whiek

lead nowhere cannot sult their book, Whatever they intend 17 -

to do in future, Moreover, their bresent actions can cnly
tend to make our withdrawsal more difficult and even delayed, -
I would ask, thersfore, whether it would not be possible to
bring pressure on the Mufti through the Aral League to get him
Lo dissuade local Arabs from furthsr violence on the above
grounds whilet we are still here, I believe, in faoct, that

. the Arab League would be eyapathetiec %o this proposition,

L It-1is clear that we cannot approach the
Arabs without taking parellel action against the Jews, We are,
of course, doing all that we can hers to point out to Jews
the wnmitigated folly of their actions which can ohly resuii
in future bitterness whish may well in the end mean |
disaster for their new State.

ﬂhay;ha#é, up'to.last week, tried to maintailn

the position that all aots committed against the Arebs
were (corrupt group)ied by dissident groups. This has not,.
in fact, been the case. The Hegana and dissident groups are
now working so closely together that the Agency's claims thet
th 4 control disasident groups are inadmissidle. They
into the open and say thet Hagana
gressive) sell" defence by sctionm
at any centres from which
4 _ « Casualties up %o 14t Decembar
were B4 Jews dead, 155 injured, 53 Arabs dead, 335 injured, so
that it can he seen that J6%e have inflicted meny nore
casuslfiies on the Arabs than %he reverss. Pracitically ail
attacks have bean 8g2lunt buess or in eivilisn centres. It will
be remenbered that, even thouvgh cur own policy over the paat:
two vasrs has bsen bassd on the avoidanca of Tapridesls againast
innocent Jews, we heve never at any Yime on the slightest

axoups/

“have been considering what ateps could be D
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INWARD TELEGRAM

excuse eseapcé wociferous an& hystemoal accusations by Jews
that we were a people who were prone to brukal reprisalsg,
Now they have thsmeelves aome out with reprlsals of a kind
‘which would not even have crossed the mind of any aoldiar
herc, and which are an eff’enca to eivilizaticmo

~ Ae I have said we will continue: pressur (on them
here, .but I would urge the Government that every means should
be explored outside Palestine o ceuse them to ceases, I
would suggesth ﬁhat.theﬁe'may'b@ opportunities at United
Nations and in America where action could be taken,

Distributed to:-

Re 245 Mr. Trafford Smith
Secretary of State Mr. Gulteh
8ir T, Lloyé Mr. Mathiegon
‘M. Resg-Willlams ¥r. Highawm
8ir 8., Caing Mr. Holmer
Sir C, Jeffries | Mr, Galaworthy
Mr, Holding - Mr, Dale
He. Martin ' '
Foreign 0Office - Mr, Burrows,
" " Mr. Beeley,
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DEPARTMENTAL NOo1le

FROM BRITISH H YIDDLE EAST OFFICh, CAIRO 0

FOREIGN OFFICE
De 8.84 a.l. Decamber 17th 1947,
Re 9.55 s.m. December 17th,1947,

No, 608
December 16th,1947.

Repeated to Arab Posts

TOP_SEGRET

addressed to Foreigm Office telegrem No. 608
December 16th, repeated to Arab posts.

Following from Clayton.

Houstoun %ogwall‘s lettai 79/87/47 to iir. Burrows
gnd Jerusalem egram 170, 3 to Secretsry of State.

views, for what the{ gre worth, are that I see
no harm and some adventage in sone con act with tghouli

Mufti made sooinll and preferably casual ¥ 5
ugg that grp. undes. °an ngh

have though 1
cont ac 8
reeeiving viag 3 ron.hin.s hou &ghszfll be avoiég..b ot De

pot know Syriam snd Lebanese feelings towards h
y Palestiniaus

graq}s and Transjer igns as well asi=a:n 'g}

ve ve bittcr ree B s towayds
e eif up at ¢t he expeunc

be slow 2
our friends bg posing as having our support.
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“50 FORETGN OFFICE
De 1250 pems 18th December, 1947.
17th December, 1947. Re 1¢25 pem. 18th December, 1947.
Repeated te : Jerusalem
United Kingdem Delegation.

New Yerk
Washingten

Addressed te Fereign Office telegram Ne. 611 of Deconb
17th: ~ repested to Jerusalem, United Kingdem Delegatien,

Tew Yark, snd Washingten. .
YRV,

Jerusalem telegram No. 245’7.’« Secretary of State.

In the past few days there have been severalrequests
frem Arab lesders that eur evacuatien sheuld be speeded up s
much &s pessible. Suggestioen, therefere, that present
diserders might delay the evacuatien may be best srgument te
use in trying te get the Mufti te take actien.

2. It weuld, I think, be pessible te get Azzam Pasha te
reasen with the Mufti en these lines, or alternstively, it
ceuld be dene threugh entirely unefficial channels as, fer
exanple, by ene ef the few ecerrespendents whe sre in frequent
teuch with him,

3. Opinien en the part ef the Arabs was theeretically
oppesed te early Arasb sctivity but in their hearts they ar
net displessed st the sutbresks as shewing te the werld that
Jewlsh assertlens that the Arsbs weuld take partitien lying
dewn were false.

Peréign Office please pass te United Kingdem Delegatien,
New York, snd Washingten as my telegrsms Nes, 5'7'7 ani 61
respectively.

[Repeated te United Kingdem Delegatien, New Yerk,
and Washingten, ]
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FROM BAGDAD TO FOREIGN OFFICE,

Mr, Busk, D. 9,80 a,m, 20th December, 1947,
No, 1321,

20th December R, 10,80 a,m, 20th December, 1947,

1047,

Repeated te British Middle East Office Caire, Beirut,
and Saving Jerusalem, Amman, Dagggcgs
and Jedda,

)

SECRET,

Addressed to Fereign Office telegram lle, 1321 of
Degember 20th, repeated to British liiddle East Office Caire,
Belrut and Saving Jerusalem, Amman, Damascus and Jedda.,

p
Your telegram Neo, 1148, ~ U

I am inclined te deubt if we are likely te be able
te exercise much influence en the Muftl by eentasting
him and it is certain that anything ap¥roaching official
centact would cause deplerable impressien in reyal and
governmental clrcles here, The Iragi Prime Minister
and Nurl Pashe have as far as I knew aveided all
centact with him,

2., Lven infermal centact ceuld hardly remain
secret for long and the move would probably be
interpreted here as evidence of our weakness, of our
disregard of the feelings of our ally and as one nore
proof of our alleged tendency to appease our enenmies
at the expense of our friends,

5. Nevertheless I think we could get away with
the proposal on condition:

(a) that contact be the Oriental Secretary and
not His Mejesty's Minister; :

(b) that it be on neutral ground; |

(c) that I be informed immediately it takes place.
I would then inform His Reyal Highness and the Prime
Minister privately that sueh chance meetings might be

useful in enabling us te ascertain what the Mufti
was planning and te exercise seme influence on him,
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